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EU-27: SOYBEAN DEVELOPMENT



EUROPE: SOYBEAN DEVELOPMENT
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→ Non-EU countries compensate decreased volumes in EU countries
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EUROPE’S SOY AREA AND HARVEST 
INCREASED IN 2022 

Drought and heat waves impact yields in EU-27 
and results in smaller outputs (right)All-time high of soya areas in Europe

#1
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Country perspectives – winners and losers
in 2022
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Country perspectives – winners and loosers
in 2022
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DONAU SOJA/EUROPE SOYA CERTIFIED 
SOYBEANS & PARTNERS IN 2022

Over 10 000 farmers

Over 200 collectors
certified in 12 countries

11 crushers and 25 smaller
soya processors certified

= Donau Soja & Europe Soya volumes are sustainable, Non-GM and deforestation/

conversion-free, segregated and traceable (cut-off date 2008) 

>1 MILLION 

TONNES

in 12 countries

= 10% of the 
European soya 
production 



Soy on the rise in Europe (acreage/tonnes)



Get the news about recent developments on the Non GM market

including forcasts and results for European soya cultivation.
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Monthly Donau Soja Market Report

Bertalan Kruppa
Soybean market analyst

The Market report is a free service to our members

and can be ordered via marketinfo@donausoja.org

mailto:marketinfo@donausoja.org


Protein Strategy leads to Protein Transition

Five pillars for a European Protein StrategySoya sources & consumption

OUR VISION    2030

IMPORTS

PRODUCTION

EFFICIENCY

DIVERSITY

PLANT 
BASED



Soy grows well in Europe, but …

Top yields in Europe, but percentage in European crop rotation is low plus yield gap in CEE/UA,

not only for soy → knowledge transfer for farmers important, e.g. in Protein Partnership Programm

low crop
rotation

top 
yields
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Self-Sufficiency in the EU-27 and Europe

Europe: 22 % 
of soymeal consumption is covered

by domestic soy production 

EU: 8 % 
of soymeal consumption is covered

by domestic soy production 

→ Non-EU countries play a significant role in European soya supply



In Western Europe:

→ Soya/legumes are needed as „break crops“: better crop rotation

for agri-economical reasons

In Eastern Europe:

→ Action is needed to close the yield gap

Donau Soja‘s Protein Partnerships Programme is a perfect tool

with its knowledge transfer activities for farmers, paying for certification

and supporting market update 
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How to realise the potential and increase
sustainable soy cultivation in Europe?



• The purpose is to increase sustainable soy production in Europe for Europe

• Mostly in non-EU countries because of impact in terms of sustainability and volumes

• It covers knowledge transfer activities

and certification cost

• It supports market uptake & value chain building

• Partners may use volumes to compensate for soya from non-sustainable or unclear

origin (compensate negative soya-footprint)

SOYBEANS/-PRODUCTS FROM PROTEIN PARTNERSHIPS ARE                                  

SUSTAINABLE, NON-GM AND DEFORESTATION/CONVERSION-FREE
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The Programme in a nutshell
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REDUCTION OF CO2 EMISSIONS 
WITH DONAU SOJA

Source: Agrifootprint 5.0.; Blonk Consultants, 2022

Donau Soja / Europe Soya certified soybeans account for ~0.3-0.4 kg CO2-eq / kg soybeans
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Protein Partnerships: 
Countries, partners and volumes

*status September 2022

18 partners in 
Croatia

13 partners in 
Serbia

2 partners in 
Bosnia

2 partners in 
Moldova

20 partners in 
Ukraine

2019/2020 2021 2022

The Programme has started
in Serbia and Croatia

Ukrainian partners
joined the Programme

New partners from Moldova and Bosnia-
Herzegovina joined the Programme

93 000 

178 000 
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Main supporters of the Protein Partnership 
Programme in 2022 

Partnership projects in Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia, 

Moldova and Ukraine are supported by 13 partners. 

Main supporters in 2022 are: 

• LIDL Stiftung

• KAUFLAND Stiftung

• REWE Group

• BioMar

In cooperation with Austrian Development Agency (ADA)

as a part of the Strategic partnership with Donau Soja organisation



Many thanks for your attention!

Susanne Fromwald

fromwald@donausoja.org
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